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Without going into too great detail on the negotiations
with Russia, which can be found easily and brilliantly
expressed in D. N. Pritt's " Light on Moscow " or W. P.
Coates' " The U.S.S.R. and Poland ", Britain's policy
during the five months preceding the war, whilst we were
precariously balanced upon the cd.io of the precipice over
which finally we toppled, was based upon a dual policy,
that of keeping the door open with Moscow, whilst attempt-
ing still to come to an agreement with Hitler against
Moscow. The latter atu-mpt is shown by Mr. Chamber-
lain's speeches; the attitude of The Tinit's (paiticulrirly the
leaders of April ist and i8th); the RushcliiTc letter (a
plea for further appeasement); the Wohltat-Hudson con-
versations (for a loan of 500 or 1,000 million pounds to
Germany); the visit of Lord Kemsley to Germany, and
finally his advocacy on August soth of a Four-Power Pact
obviously aimed at Russia.

The sincerity of our approaches to the Soviet Union can
be measured by the folio-wing facts. That of the first
seventy-five days of negotiations the Soviet Union took
sixteen days against fifty-nine by Britain and France; the
sneering reference of Mr. Chamberlain to Stalin on May 5th;
the almost complete refusal of the British Press to report the
vitally important speeches and statements of Stalin (March
loth), Molotov (May 3isl), and Zhdanov (June 29th):
Sir Horace Lindley's attack, after Chamberlain had ** week-
ended " with him, on the Soviet Union and against a pact
with that country, made in the House of Commons to the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Conservative Party.
The refusal in June by Lord Halifax of the Soviet invitation
to go to Moscow, and the sending of a minor Foreign Office
official (whom we must have known was persona non grata
to the Kremlin, and whose presence could recall only the
unhappiest of memories). And, finally, the composition
of the Military Mission, all of the same unimportance as
Mr. Strang, without any powers, and going by the most
tortoise-like route. It took sixteen days for this procession
to reach Moscow after our decision to send them. Rib-
bentrop took sixteen hours.

The final breakdown occurred over the refusal of Poland